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Recently appointed to Principal Viola of the NZSO, Julia 
Joyce (née McCarthy) completed a Bachelor of Music with 
First Class Honours at Victoria University in 2004. She was 
the Concertmaster of the NZSO National Youth Orchestra 
in 2004, and in 2005, and performed a 10 concert tour of 
New Zealand with pianist John Chen for Chamber Music 
New Zealand, returning in 2007 to perform a further 17 
recitals nationwide. Julia completed a Masters Degree in 
Violin/Viola Performance with Distinction at the Guildhall 
School of Music and Drama in 2007. At the Guildhall, Julia’s 
quartet were the winners of the Guildhall String Quartet 
Competition in 2006, which lead to work with the Takács 
Quartet and a televised masterclass, and concerts in France 
and Italy. Julia was the Viola finalist in the 2009 Guildhall 
Wigmore Hall recital competition. 

Mezzo soprano Kristin Darragh is one of New Zealand’s 
most exciting, upcoming operatic talents. She has a voice 
of distinction and power, of a rare and true mezzo quality. 
As an Emerging Artist with the NBR New Zealand Opera, 
she made her debut to critical acclaim at the age of 23, 
as Fyodor in Boris Godunov. Since then she has regularly 
returned to New Zealand Opera’s stage, most recently as 
Amastre in Handel’s Xerses. Kristin is currently performing 
Maddalena in New Zealand Opera’s production of Verdi’s 
Rigoletto. Havingrecently accepted a position at Theater 
Lüneburg in Germany,  she will make her European debut 
in September, as Olga in Eugene Onegin, and in her first 
season in Lüneburg, will also be heard as Suzuki in Madame 
Butterfly, Hansel in Hansel & Gretel and Orlofsky in Die 
Fledermaus.

Kirsten Simpson won the Young Performer of the Year 
Award in 1998 and studying with Diedre Irons, graduated 
from the University of Canterbury with a MMus. At the 
Royal College of Music she received two distinctions and 
graduatedwith Postgraduate Diploma in Solo and Ensemble 
performance and an Advanced Postgraduate Diploma in 
Piano Accompaniment, . Kirsten has received a number 
of grants from the Kiri Te Kanawa Foundation – the first in 
2005 which enabled her to attend the Solti Accademia di 
Bel Canto in Italy. This also marked the first co-operative 
grant, the Kiri Te Kanawa Foundation joining with the Dame 
Malvina Major Foundation to jointly provide funding to 
enable Kirsten to complete the final term of her four-year 
course at the Royal College of Music. She is currently the 
Classical Accompanist for Brass and Wind at the New 
Zealand School of Music in Wellington. 
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